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Hunter's Haven
By: Linda Thackeray

Genre: Dystopian/Action

Publication date: 12.25.2014

Pages: 334

After taking revenge on a drug lord and his crew for murdering his sister,

John Hunter is a wanted man.  It's 2030 and in the aftermath of a great

plague, John makes his way to Haven, craving sanctuary and peace but

instead runs into a rogue religious group who wants to play God even

as they run rife with corruption.  But they haven't counted on meeting

big bad John who's meaner than they could ever be.  And just when they

think they've put him out of their misery, he's resurrected from his

hospital bed and hell hath no fury like a hunter scorned ... who's become

a devil with a cause!

            Hunter's Haven is an action packed thriller that grabs you by the

throat and won't let go until the end of the book.  To miss this incredible

adventure would be criminal!  Get your copy today and enjoy the read of

a lifetime.
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Amazon ** Barnes & Noble

Goodreads ** BookLikes

Author info:

Linda Thackeray is a freelance

writer who has only started to self-

publish in 2014.  When she isn't

writing, she works in the publication

of safety standards at a recognized

national body.  Linda has been

writing in numerous genres over the

past twenty years, including

science-fiction, romance, dystopian

and fantasy.

            At present, she is working on

republishing the very first book she

ever wrote, 'Children of the White

Star,' while a sequel to the Avalyne

series is being edited.  She will soon

begin work on the second part to 'The Guardian' series.

            In her spare time, she is an active member of the Author's Cave,

writes reviews on Amazon and also indulges in the occasional Play by

Email Role Playing Game.  She lives in the coastal town of Woy Woy,

meaning Big Water, in New South Wales, Australia with her long-haired

ginger cat named Newt and spends more than normal time thinking

about Michael Fassbender.

Website ** Twitter ** Facebook ** Amazon Author Page
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The Gal in the Blue Mask:

Hello!!  Welcome to The Gal.  Let's start off with you telling us a little bit

about yourself.

S.M. Freedman:

I'm a former private investigator turned author.  Mom of two, wife of one,

and ruled by one giant orange cat.  Seriously, don't anger the cat.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

What are 5 things about you that most people don't know?

S.M. Freedman:

Confession time, oh dear.  I'm actually quite an open book (pun

intended), but many people don't know I studied theater in New York.

 That was a blast!  I'm an introvert in disguise.  I will absolutely lose my

nut if I think I'm going to be one minute late for something, and I believe

Nutella is heaven's nectar.  Oh, and I'm terrible at math.  There, now that's

five.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

What is the first book you remember reading?

S.M. Freedman:

Anne of Green Gables.  I still love it.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

What made you decide to begin writing?

S.M. Freedman:

I've been telling stories since I started talking, so writing was just a

natural progression.  Being a writer has always been the dream that

stirred my soul, although I pushed it down for many of my adult years

as I pursued more stable careers.  But the dream never died, and now

that I'm following that passion I've never been happier.  You can fail at

what you don't want to do, so you might as well do what you love.  Life is

too darn short.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

Do you have any quirks or processes that you go through when you

write?

S.M. Freedman:

I'm a mom of two.  I've learned to write between demands and diaper

changes.  When I get an uninterrupted hour to write, it's like Nutella.

 Heavenly.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

Do you have a special place you like to write?

S.M. Freedman:

I write in the living room, while ducking Lego missiles.  It keeps me alert.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

Is there anything about writing you find most challenging?

S.M. Freedman:

That darn blank page.  It's both invitation and condemnation.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

What do you think makes a good story?

S.M. Freedman:
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Anything that is genuine.  There is an amazing spectrum of humanity,

and if the story touches on any aspect of that in a truthful way, I'm

hooked.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

What book(s) have most influenced you?

S.M. Freedman:

There are so many, and I love many different genres.  Diana Gabaldon's

Outlander series (a perfect example of cross-genre awesomeness), Sue

Grafton's Alphabet series, Jodi Picoult's character development, but

most of all I love Stephen King for bravely going right to the edge, and

for his ability to paint a picture you'll never forget in just three words.

 That's pure genius.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

What inspires you most?

S.M. Freedman:

My children.  Kids come into this world without a filter, and they are so

gloriously weird.  I love that.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

Where do the ideas for your book come from?

S.M. Freedman:

The meteorite that exploded above Russia in February 2013 started what

eventually became The Faithful.  I started researching a NASA program

called Spaceguard, and my main character became a meteorite hunter.

 Somewhere along the way the story grew to encompass the kidnapping

of hundreds of psychic children by a twisted organization bent on

Armageddon.  That one I can't explain.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

Which of your characters do you think is the most like you?

S.M. Freedman:

They're all me to some extent.  Josh has my sense of duty and gentle

heart, poor Sumner has my inappropriate sense of humor, and Ryanne

 has my sass and appetite for junk food.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

What have you learned creating this book?

S.M. Freeman:

That I won't stop writing until they pry the keyboard from my cold, dead

hands.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

What do you think readers will take away from this book?

S.M. Freedman:

I hope they enjoyed the roller coaster, and they're sad it's over.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

What can we expect from you in the future?

S.M. Freedman:

I'm working on the sequel to The Faithful, and I'm hoping it will be out

sometime in the first half of 2015.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

Thanks for stopping by The Gal today - and I hope you will be stopping

►  January (65)

►  2013 (114)
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by again when that sequel comes out.  It's been a lot of fun having you. 

            One more thing before you go.  Where can we find you?

S.M. Freedman:

Website ** Blog ** Facebook ** Twitter

About the author:

S.M. Freedman is a top-ranked Amazon author in the Mystery, Thriller

and Suspense categories, and a member of the WorldWiseWriters

group.  She lives in Vancouver with her husband, two children, and a

giant orange cat.

            She studied acting at the American Academy of Dramatic Arts in

New York, and spent years as a private investigator and business

owner.

            Inspired by authors of many different genres (favorites include

Sue Grafton, Diana Gabaldon, Jodi Picoult, Stephen King, Justin Cronin,

Suzanne Collins and Lawrence Hill, to name a few), she eventually turned

back to her first love: writing.

            The Faithful, a paperback and Kindle Amazon Bestseller in both

the US and the UK, and a Quarter Finalist in the 2014 Amazon

Breakthrough Novel Award, is her debut novel.  She's currently working

on the sequel.

+2   Recommend this on Google

REVIEW: The Faithful

The Faithful
S.M. Freedman

Genre: Mystery, Suspense, Paranormal

Publisher: S.M. Freedman

Publication date: 4.20.2014

Pages: 365

Recommended by: Worldwind Virtual

Book Tours, Read 2 Review

Date read: 12.28.2014

Summary:  For agent Josh Metcalf,

memories are ghosts.  They are blood-

soaked backpacks and the smell of

strawberry Chap Stick.  Josh is haunted by a little girl who went missing

his first summer on the force.  Decades later his search has become an

obsession, and he's pinned the photos of hundreds of missing children

to his wall of tears.  All the children had psychic abilities.  All the cases

went cold - with no witnesses, no useful tips, and no children ever

recovered.  Until a woman gets injured trying to stop an abduction, and

Josh comes face to face with his personal ghost.

            For Rowan Wilson, a meteorite hunter for NASA's Spaceguard

program, memories are lies.  The childhood she thought she knew has

been erased, leaving a black hole in its place.  New recollections are

flaring to life: men dressed like priests, a ranch in the mountains, mind

control, and rape.  Each new memory draws her closer to one of the

other missing children, Sumner Macey; and to I Fidele, the underground

organization for whom kidnapping is just the beginning.

            For Sumner, memories have become weapons.  He's sharpened

each of his with surgical precision: the branch, the doctrine, the mind-
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wash, and the murders.  He's eager to slice at the black sludge pumpkin

through I Fidele's heart, desperate to cripple those who stole his

childhood.

            To I Fidele, non-psychics are cockroaches in need of

extermination, an inferior species destroying the earth.  They're ready to

enforce eugenics on a global scale.  If they succeed, only those faithful

to their doctrine will survive.  Crossing several genres, The Faithful will

appeal to anyone who enjoys supernatural mysteries; high-tech, edge-

of-your-seat suspense flavored with paranormal elements; thrillers

involving psychics, occult and high stakes action/adventure; tied up with

a depth and humor usually reserved for works of literary fiction.

Amazon ** Goodreads ** Barnes & Noble

"Humankind isn't at war, humankind is war.  They rape and pillage our

sacred mother earth, call their own brothers 'enemy' an kill in the name of

a God who long ago turned His back.  They are blind to the enemy that

walks amongst them, to the deity hiding inside human skin.  They move

about our earth like an infestation of cockroaches, oblivious to the

coming extermination!  But the time of Judgment is upon them.  The time

of Brimstone and Fire.  The time of Extinction.  Day Zero approaches, my

children.  We must walk the straight path, and remain faithful."

Have you ever read a book that, when you sat down to write the review

about it, there was not a single thing you could say?  That is where I am

at this very moment, but not for the reason you think. This book was

amazing - but everything I want to say about it will potentially give away

important information, and I am the last person who would want to ruin a

book for someone.  This book was everything I expected it to be and

more.  It had mystery, suspense, action, adventure - it had a story that

pulled you in and kept you reading, it had characters that were

interesting and well written.  It was intense.  I knew, from the synopsis

(and, yes, the cover!!), that I would like this book, but love is more like it.
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The Gal in the Blue Mask: 

Hello, Caldric.  Welcome to The Gal.  Tell us a little bit about yourself.

Caldric Blackwell:

I grew up in the Bay Area and went to college in Santa Barbara, where I

studied English and psychology.  I started out writing short stories for

adults, but eventually migrated to writing children's books.  My first work,

a children's book titled The Enchanted River Race, was published in

December 2012, and my second release, a picture book titled The Boy

Who Couldn't Cry Wolf, came out in late 2014.  Outside of writing, I play a

lot of guitar and enjoy the outdoors.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

What are 5 things about you that most people don't know?

Caldric Blackwell:

I can't think of five.  I think the one thing that most people don't know

about me is that I play a lot of instruments, such as the mandolin, banjo,

guitar, bass, keyboard, and tin whistle, among others.  My newest

instrument is an erhu. 

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

What is the first book you remember reading?

Caldric Blackwell:

That'd have to be Danny and the Dinosaur by Syd Hoff.  I remember it

being kept in the advanced reader section of the classroom bookshelf.

 It was as if my teacher was saying, "You can read the books with a real

story once you finish the senseless books about pets, cots, and people

with simple names."  When I finally got my hands on a copy of Danny

and the Dinosaur, it was a glorious moment.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

What made you decide to begin writing?

Caldric Blackwell:

I have always been a creative person, and writing is a great way to

express this creativity.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

Do you have any quirks or processes that you go through when you

write?

Caldric Blackwell:

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-o-Mwh2sZVcs/VKGW4Z6zq9I/AAAAAAAAFIw/BtMBuP0ozZw/s1600/caldric.png


Yes, whenever I write I have to have sixteen Snickers bars lined up on

my desk in the shape of a giant triangle, with one side slightly shorter

than the other two.  I kid.  I don't have any quirks that I'm aware of.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

Is there anything about writing that you find most challenging?

Caldric Blackwell:

I think world building can be challenging.  I can't imagine writing

something like Lord of the Rings, where you have thousands of places,

events, and people to keep straight.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

What do you think makes a good story?

Caldric Blackwell:

I don't think I can make a blanket statement about what makes a good

story.  There are so many variables at play.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

What book(s) have most influenced you?

Caldric Blackwell:

I don't think there are any books that I can definitively say influenced

my writing.  I'm sure a lot of my favorite books have influenced my writing

on a subconscious level, however.  A lot of the books I admire, such as

Quest by Aaron Becker and The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway,

are completely unlike anything I've ever written.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

What inspires you most?

Caldric Blackwell:

Music, nature, people, etc.  While writing my new picture book, The Boy

Who Couldn't Cry Wolf, I was mostly inspired by things that I thought

were imaginative.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

Which of your characters do you think is the most like you?

Caldric Blackwell:

I don't think any of the characters in The Boy Who Couldn't Cry Wolf are

particularly like me.  They're all fairly unique.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

What have you learned creating this book?

Caldric Blackwell:

The Boy Who Couldn't Cry Wolf is the first picture book I've written, so I

had to learn a lot about what works for me when writing a picture book.

 One of the lessons that really stands out is the importance of ensuring

the text and illustrations work together.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

What do you think your readers will take away from this book?

Caldric Blackwell:

My hope is that reading The Boy Who Couldn't Cry Wolf will stimulate the

reader's imagination.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

What makes your book different than others that fall under this genre?
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Caldric Blackwell:

I think it strikes a decent balance between the fun, entertaining story

and the theme.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

What's in your trunk?  (Everyone has something that they've hidden

away to work on 'when they get time' - what's yours?)

Caldric Blackwell:

I almost wrote about my car jack and spare tire ... I have a lot of short

stories I dabble with; maybe someday I'll put them together in a

collection.

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

What can we expect from you in the future?

Caldric Blackwell:

My next release is a middle-grade novel titled The Missing Alchemist, set

to be released on January 20.  It's very different from my picture book!

The Gal in the Blue Mask:

Thanks for stopping by, Caldric.  And I look forward to The Missing

Alchemist -  you'll be back here in early February for that blog tour.  

            Before you go, where can we find you?

Caldric Blackwell:

Website ** Facebook ** Twitter ** Instagram

About the author:

Caldric Blackwell realized he loved reading when he read about a bunch

of people (with single-syllable names) and their pets (along with single-

syllable names) in kindergarten.

            Exposure to a host of great authors while studying at the

University of California, Santa Barbara inspired him to begin writing

fiction.  Although he began writing short stories for adults, he eventually

migrated to writing children's books.  His debut work is an early chapter

book titled The Enchanted River Race.  His next release is a picture book,

The Boy Who Couldn't Cry Wolf.  

            Outside of writing, Caldric enjoys hiking, gardening, and playing a

variety of string instruments.  Caloric currently resides in California.
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by: Worldwind Virtual Book

Tours, Read 2 Review

Date read: 12.24.2014

Summary:  Six-year-old

Byron Woodward is a

werewolf who can't howl.

 Determined not to

embarrass himself after

being chosen to lead a full-

moon ceremony, he

embarks on a mission to

learn how to howl.  He

learns a lot about howling

during his journey, but more importantly, he learns a valuable lesson

about believing in himself.

Amazon ** Goodreads ** Barnes & Noble

Anyone who follows my reviews knows that I love children's books.

 I have always loved sharing these stories with young ones, starting

way back when I used to read to my little sister.  My favorite ones

are those that teach the child something, especially if it's a lesson

learned about life, and about themselves.

This story has a lesson to learn and Byron, though embarrassed to

share the fact that he can't howl with others, goes to some adults that

he trusts to ask his questions.  So, beyond the lesson learned in the

end, it also teaches children that, if you have a problem, whether it's big

or little, you should always try asking an adult for help.  

The kids really enjoyed learning about Byron.  And in the end they were

very proud of him and what he learned.  They liked the artwork (as did I -

I love it when the artwork in a child's book looks as if a child did it - or,

even better, IS done by a child) and have asked to read the book several

times.

Recommend this on Google

Friday, December 19, 2014

The Gal invites you to play two Christmas Games
- gift cards to win
Christmas is my favorite holiday (only because apparently my

birthday doesn't count as a holiday for the whole world, and followed

closely by Halloween).  The music, decorations, Christmas cards,

movies ... spending time with family and friends ... and being able to

buy (or make) things for the people in my life ... has always been
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something that I absolutely love.

In celebration of this wonderful holiday, I decided a few weeks ago

that I was going to have some fun here on The Gal by inviting y'all to

play TWO Christmas games with me.  The winner of each game will

get a $5 Amazon Gift Card.

Game #1:

Look at the pictures of my Christmas Tree.

List all the books you can find that are

WRITTEN BY MY FRIENDS.

You don't have to list them all,

just as many as you see.

The person who lists the most wins.

I am willing to give hints and clues.

All you have to do is contact me

on one of the social networks that I frequent

(Goodreads, BookLikes, Facebook, Twitter).

I took several pictures,

but if you need more, please let me know.

One winner.

One $5 Amazon Gift Card.

Game #2:

Look at the pictures of my Christmas Tree.

List all of the books you can find that

I HAVE REVIEWED.

You don't have to list them all,

just as many as you see.

The person who lists the most wins.

As with the first one:

I am willing to give hints and clues.

All you have to do is contact me

on one of the social networks that I frequent

(Goodreads, BookLikes, Facebook, Twitter).

I took several pictures,

but if you need more, please let me know.

One winner.

One $5 Amazon Gift Card.

Here's the thing, though.

I don't want you to comment on this post.

Then EVERYONE knows your answers.

I want you to email me.

HERE!!
(In the "subject line," please type

CHRISTMAS GAMES!!)

It's super easy!

And who couldn't use another $5 on Amazon?!?!

All entries must be in by

Christmas Eve at Midnight

so I can send the winners their

Christmas presents :)

Good luck

mailto:mshyden@gmail.com


AND

Merry Christmas!
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400+ Christmas Carols

Book
Sheet Music for Piano

Genre: Christmas, Music, Religion

Publisher: Ironpower Publishing

Publication date: 11.11.2014

Pages: 416

Found for free on Amazon (currently

$4.99)

Date read: 12.7.2014

Summary: It is no the compiler's

purpose to dwell upon the antiquity,

the history, and the beauty of the custom of carol singing in connection

with the Christmas Festival.  There is an abundance of literature on the

subject already.

            The purpose of this book is to place in the hands of those who

enjoy singing Christmas carols and holiday songs an abundance of

good material.  This book contains 424 titles, most of which are well over

a century old.

            These traditional classics have amongst them brilliant works by

such famous composers as Mozart, Mendelsohn, Bach, Haydn, and

Handel.

            In no special classification of music has tradition persisted to a

greater degree than in Christmas carols; and any collection that does

not include the classics of Christmas song is not complete.  So, in this

book will be found the best examples of the ancient carols, together with

more modern compositions embodying the same reverence, simplicity,

and spirit of joy that thrill us in the older ones.

            They have been compiled from various sources including rare old

books that have long been out of print.

            A glance at the table of contents shows the broad scope of

the work, ranging from Pierpont's light and breezy fun children's favorite

"Jingle Bells," through to the lofty spiritual heights of Handel's uplifting

"For Unto Us a Child Is Born."

One of my favorite things about Christmas is the music, especially the

hymns that I remember hearing in church as a child.  When I saw this on

Amazon, for free, I picked it up - I mean, free can't kill me.  I'm glad I did.

 This is full of words and music (done nicely) for every Christmas Carol I

could think of and more.  I was thoroughly impressed.  I have to admit

that I expected it to not be as good as it was because I was reading it

on a Kindle, but it was easy to read the music and the words.
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