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Today I’m excited to welcome S.M. Freedman (http://www.smfreedman.com/) to the blog.
She’s a top-ranked Amazon author in the Mystery, Thriller and Suspense categories, and her
new novel The Faithful (http://amzn.to/1IOSlLs) made the quarter finals of the Amazon
Breakthrough Novel Award. I’m grateful she took some time out of her busy schedule to
answer a few questions about her writing process and her new book. Also, she makes me
laugh.

 (http://amzn.to/1A7vK6U)
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KB: What inspired you to write your latest book? 

SMF: The initial inspiration for The Faithful (http://amzn.to/1IOSlLs)came from the meteorite
that exploded above Russia in February 2013. I started to research NASA’s Spaceguard
program, which is charged with finding Near Earth Objects (or NEO’s) before they impact the
earth. My main character became a meteorite hunter, working for Spaceguard at their facility
on the White Sands Missile Range. From there it grew to encompass an FBI agent obsessed
with the kidnapping of hundreds of psychic children, and a twisted organization bent on
Armageddon. How it actually ended up there is strange magic I just can’t explain.

KB: Did you learn anything from writing your book and what was it? 

SMF: The biggest lesson I took away was that the writing of a book is a huge accomplishment,

but it’s far from done. Editing takes twice as long. It’s like whittling words away, one little slice
at a time, to allow the beauty of the wood to shine through. 

KB: How much of the book is realistic? 

SMF: I’m an obsessive researcher. The settings in The Faithful (http://amzn.to/1IOSlLs)are real,
right down to the gas stations, hotels and restaurants. For me, it helped to ground the
fantastical parts of the story in that kind of reality.

KB: What’s your writing process like? Are you a plotter or a pantser? 

SMF: When I grow up I want to be a plotter, but right now I’m more of a pantser. I write down
ideas as they come to me, and I have a vague idea of the end of the story, which helps me
navigate my way through the twists and turns to get there. It seems to work, although it
makes that blank page a scary thing.   

KB: What were the challenges (research, literary, and logistical) in bringing this
book to life? 

SMF: There was a lot of scientific research that went into The Faithful
(http://amzn.to/1IOSlLs), and as my high school teachers would be happy to tell you, I’m no
scientist.  

KB: Give us an insight into your main character. 

SMF: She’s a socially inept, junk food obsessed meteorite hunter who has a hard time
distinguishing the dead from the living. When we first meet her, she’s discovering that her
entire childhood is a lie. And that’s the easiest day she’s going to have. 

KB: If this book is part of a series, tell us a little about the sequels 

SMF: The Faithful (http://amzn.to/1IOSlLs) is the first in what I believe will be a trilogy. I’m
currently working on the second book, which I hope will be out sometime in the first half of
2015. 

KB: How long did it take you to write this book? 

SMF: I wrote the first draft of The Faithful (http://amzn.to/1IOSlLs)in about six months. It was

a behemoth at 150,000 words, and it took another eight months of editing and rewriting and
banging my head against the desk until it was ready for public consumption.

KB: Which actor/actress would you like to see playing the lead character from your
book? 

SMF: I grew up with the Brat Pack, so when I was writing The Faithful
(http://amzn.to/1IOSlLs)I pictured Josh as Rob Lowe (he’s an amazing writer, by the way; his
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The Savvy Solopreneur's
Guide To Content Creation:

For Websites, Blogs and
Newsletters 

(http://amzn.to/1uGft5b)

(http://amzn.to/1IOSlLs)I pictured Josh as Rob Lowe (he’s an amazing writer, by the way; his
biographies are awesome). I absolutely adore the way James Spader can deliver a line, he’s
truly one of a kind, and I could see him playing Father Narda or Father Barnabas. Sumner I
originally pictured as Kiefer Sutherland, but now I’m not sure, and Ryanne is a blank to me.

KB: What books/authors have influenced your writing? 

SMF: I’m incredibly fortunate to have formed the WorldWiseWriters with five other amazing
authors. Before I met them, I found writing to be a lonely experience. But together, we butt-
kick, commiserate, celebrate — and best of all, we laugh every single day. 

KB: Do you have any advice for other writers? 

SMF: It’s pretty simple: Write. Every day, even when it’s painful, even when the only words you
can manage suck like a three-day layover in Kabul. Just keep writing the story, and don’t let
anyone tell you it can’t be done. Don’t edit or doubt yourself. Once you finish, spend at least
twice as long cutting useless words and trimming the flab. No one wants to hear how your
character went from the shower to the breakfast table, unless she hog-tied a ninja assassin
along the way. Keep trimming, a layer at a time, until all you’ve got left is tender meat and
juicy bones. Then it’s ready.

KB: Do you ever experience writer's block? 

SMF: Every stinking day. That blank page mocks me. 

What is your favorite theme/genre to write about? I’ve never really understood this notion of
pigeonholing a story into a narrow category. The best books I’ve ever read have been cross-
genre spectacles of awesomeness. Of course a book needs to fit into the proper spot on the
bookstore shelf, but if I worried about that I’d probably end up with an enormous case of
writer’s block. Instead I take what fascinates me from each genre and make myself a word
stew: a little mystery, a chunk of suspense, a dash of horror and a sprinkle of romance, just for

good measure. After all, that’s life, right?

KB: What are your ambitions for your writing career? 

SMF: I hope I continue writing until they pry the keyboard from my cold, dead hands. 

KB: What a wonderfully specific (and visual) ambition! Do you write full-time or
part-time? 

SMF: If I added up the writing hours in any given week it would probably work out to full-time
hours, but it’s done in dribs and drabs. I’m a mom of two. I’ve learned to write between
demands and diaper changes. When I get an uninterrupted hour to write, it’s like Nutella.
Heavenly. 

KB: Do you have a special time and place to write?  

SMF: I write in the living room while ducking Lego missiles. It keeps me alert.  

KB: Do you aim for a set amount of words/pages per day? 

SMF: I try to write a thousand words a day at a minimum. During the month of November, I
participate in NaNoWriMo (which I highly recommend for anyone who needs a writing butt-
kick), and I up my goal to two thousand words a day. I do this by giving up on housework and
bathing. It’s not pretty. 

KB: What is the hardest thing about writing? 

SMF: The blank page. It’s both invitation and condemnation.

KB: Thanks so much for stopping by. Where can we find you online?
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SMF: 

Website: http://www.smfreedman.com (http://www.smfreedman.com)
Blog: http://www.smfreedman.com/blog/ (http://www.smfreedman.com/blog/)
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/smfreedmanauthor
(https://www.facebook.com/smfreedmanauthor)
Twitter: @smfreedman (https://twitter.com/SMFreedman)

Amazon Author Page: S M Freedman (http://www.amazon.com/S.-M.-
Freedman/e/B00JTEOVS0/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1) 
Amazon US: The Faithful (http://amzn.to/1IOSlLs) 
Amazon UK: The Faithful (http://amzn.to/1GBQuFG) 
Barnes & Noble: The Faithful (http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-faithful-s-m-
freedman/1119308793?ean=9781497330009) 
Goodreads (https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22024121-the-faithful)
YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEe-lQBIPGKmb_-qbEbcnFw/videos)

See more author interviews here.
(http://www.karenbanes.com/blog/category/author%20interviews)
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Today I'm welcoming author R J Blain (http://rjblain.com) to the blog, to share her writing tips,
her new book Winter Wolf (http://amzn.to/1vHlWlE), and her sense of fun.

 (http://amzn.to/1vHlWlE)
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KB: What inspired you to write your latest book?

RJB: Winter Wolf (http://amzn.to/1vHlWlE) was inspired by my... er... interest in infectious
diseases and viruses. It's a weird thing to be interested, but I've always had a very healthy
respect for . It makes me cringe a little, as I've been working on this book 
before the endemic started. But  plays a notable role in the story, as it's
the 'parent' of the plague infecting the Fenerec.

KB: What was the hardest part of writing your book?

RJB: Trying to adapt  for use as the plague infecting the Fenerec was really,
really challenging.  follows a very specific set of rules. With the virus variant infecting
the Fenerec, I broke all of those rules and had to think a lot about how this virus would spread,
why it impacted Fenerec, and things of that nature.

I spent many an hour reading about  and its variations in order to write something
borderline to realistic.

KB: What’s your writing process like? Are you a plotter or a pantser?  

RJB: I’m a bothser. Winter Wolf (http://amzn.to/1xPvJ8u) had a lot of plotting and outlining
done, but around a third of the way in, I started mixing things up and pantsing a great deal of
the book. Pantsing and plotting are both tools I use to try to tell the best story possible.

KB: What were the challenges (research, literary, and logistical) in bringing this
book to life?

RJB: Ironically, the biggest challenge with Winter Wolf (http://amzn.to/1vHlWlE)was in the
editorial department. All of my editors,  (four, to be specific) had
something happen in their real lives, so my editorial was delayed quite a bit. Add in the fact my
basement was flooded with sewage during part of the production phase, and this novel has
been…. Interesting to write.

KB: What book are you reading now?

RJB:  Full Fathom Five (http://amzn.to/1zT9H43) by Max Gladstone. It’s really interesting so far
and I’m looking forward to finishing it! I’m about a third of the way through.

KB: What books/authors have influenced your writing?

RJB: Mercedes Lackey, Madeline L’Engle, Jim Butcher, and Patricia Briggs. Lackey and L’Engle
convinced me I wanted to read. Butcher and Briggs nailed the coffin shut in terms of writing
urban fantasy.

I love all of their books.

KB: Do you have any advice for other writers?

RJB: Keep writing. People are going to say negative things about your book. There’s no such
thing as a perfect novel, but that’s not an excuse to not do your best to make it as perfect as
possible. Even if you do everything you can to make your novel stellar, some people are going
to  it. 

Those who live in a different part of the world from you may not like your grammar either.

 (http://amzn.to/1vHlWlE)
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Those who live in a different part of the world from you may not like your grammar either.

Chin up and keep trying to improve your writing… no matter what anyone tells you.

(And it’s okay to feel sad and depressed at negativity… just don’t lose yourself to it.)

KB: Do you ever experience writer's block?

RJB: Generally not. Writing is a habit, and habit will often trump writer’s block. When I do get
writer’s block, I actually have a case of  Or 

 Eventually, I sit down and do it, regardless of how much of a
mess I’ve made of a chapter or a scene.

I’m most likely to dig my heels in while editing, as that’s 99% work and 1% play, unlike
drafting which is often 99% and 1% work.

KB: What is your favorite theme/genre to write about?

RJB: Action adventure in fantasy or science fiction settings! I love the thrills and the chills of
writing something suspenseful.

It ultimately means I’m hopeless at writing romance as a result…

KB: For your own reading, do you prefer ebooks or traditional paper/hard back
books?

Ebooks don’t give me headaches like traditionally printed novels, but I love reading in the tub,
which is worth the eye strain.

KB: Do you write full-time or part-time? 

RJB: I try to write full time, but it’s part time when I have an editorial client. But I’m quitting
editorial, so as soon as my client roster is cleared out, I should be writing full time.

KB: How long on average does it take you to write a book? 

Four months from start to finish is a reasonable estimate, assuming there are no delays on the
editorial front. I can usually draft a novel in 2 or 3 months, leaving the last month for editing.

KB: Where can we find you online?

RJB: At my website, RJBlain.com (http://rjblain.com), on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/pages/RJ-Blain/121746651191778),Twitter
(https://twitter.com/rj_blain), Amazon (http://www.amazon.com/RJ-Blain/e/B00EA5VH6M/)
and Goodreads (https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7190903.R_J_Blain).

0 Comments (http://www.KarenBanes.com/blog/author-interview-with-r-j-blain#comments)

I’m being lazy! but I don’t want to write this scene
because it’s hard, wah wah wah!

RJ Blain suffers from a Moleskine journal obsession, a pen fixation, and a terrible tendency to
pun without warning.

When she isn't playing pretend, she likes to think she's a cartographer and a sumi-e painter. In
reality, she herds cats and a husband. She is currently on a quest for a new warrior fish.

In her spare time, she daydreams about being a spy. Should that fail, her contingency plan
involves tying her best of enemies to spinning wheels and quoting James Bond villains until she
is satisfied.
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inexplicable-laws-of-success)inexplicable-laws-of-success)

 

I’ve just finished re-reading The Inexplicable Laws of Success (http://amzn.to/11opfS0) by
Singh Virend. Here's what resonated, fired me up, or simply stayed with me.

"Success inspires a thirst for greater achievement. With each achievement, you
operate from a new and higher level. The achievement of one goal spurs you on to
new and bigger goals.”

Or to put it another way, success is addictive. A little hit makes you want more. When you want
more you work harder (and smarter), plan better, push further.  Each achievement is a building
block you use to step a little bit higher on the success ladder.

“You become what you think about most of the time.”

Yes, you do, and it’s just as easy to think about (and plan for) success as it is to think about
(and fear) failure. The science isn’t as fuzzy as it might seem, either. You don’t just ‘manifest’
what you think about out of thin air. Thoughts are precursors to action. You tend to act on
what you think about, what you focus on, and what you imagine.

“Take action. Action creates belief.”

If you don’t believe you can do something, you’re not going to try, and if you don’t try you’re
not going to achieve it. See how that becomes a vicious circle? Taking action is powerful. If you
take action and achieve something, you create belief. Even if things don’t work quite as well as
you hoped, you realize that the world won’t fall apart if you try something new. 

When I took action and started publishing Kindle books, it wasn’t (initially) as successful as I’d
hoped. But nothing bad happened. My less-than-stellar book sales didn’t impact anyone
negatively. My Kindle book sat there on its shiny new Amazon page, as most new books by
unknown authors will, with few sales and no reviews, saying ‘look, you did it, you took action”,
and that made me believe I could publish again, and again. If you don’t already know how that
worked out, see my Kindle books here (http://www.amazon.com/Karen-
Banes/e/B00DX4X3S6/).

 (http://amzn.to/11opfS0)
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“By allowing a negative paradigm to continue, you empower your past instead of
your present.”

Your past shapes you. It’s important. But your present is more important, because it’s what will
shape your future. Don’t let the past control you, because it’s fixed. You can’t change it.
Empower yourself by acting in your own best interests, today and from now on.

“Psychologists tell us that if you could were down all your self-talk in a given day,
you would find that most of it is negative or defeating in some way.”

I think I’m fairly positive, but when I did this 10 day negative thought fast
(http://healthybodyhappyspirit.blogspot.com/2014/04/stop-negative-thoughts.html), I shocked
myself. So much of my internal dialogue was negative. I had to change it in the end though, as
I was trying to get through the fast, and every time I let negative thoughts linger, I had to
start again. The 10 day thought fast took me about two months. Don’t look at me like that. It’s
harder than you think.

“Allow your accomplishments to speak for themselves and, when required, share
your accomplishments in a modest positive way. When you practise humility, you
gain the respect of others.”

There is nothing as attractive and inspiring as a person who has the perfect mix of confidence
and humility. Live your best life. Let it show. Don’t hide it away. But don’t keep going on about
it either.

“Hardship and misery come to everyone, and we can learn some of the greatest
lessons from situations we wouldn’t choose for ourselves.”

We need the hard times as well as the good. They are often what we learn the most from. It’s
not a coincidence that so many successful people have lost it all at one point or another in
their lives. Comfort and riches rarely result in drive and ambition.

http://healthybodyhappyspirit.blogspot.com/2014/04/stop-negative-thoughts.html


“If you want to be in the top 1% in your field, every day you must ask yourself, am
I doing what the other 99% are not doing?”

You don’t achieve what others don’t unless you’re doing what others won’t. It really is that
simple. 

Grab your copy of The Inexplicable Laws of Success (http://amzn.to/1uuoXUx) here.

0 Comments (http://www.KarenBanes.com/blog/book-review-the-inexplicable-laws-of-success#comments)

 

11/6/2014
0 Comments (http://www.KarenBanes.com/blog/talking-book-marketing-with-author-benjamin-dehaven#comments)

Talking Talking Book Marketing With Author Ben DeHavenBook Marketing With Author Ben DeHaven
(http://www.KarenBanes.com/blog/talking-book-(http://www.KarenBanes.com/blog/talking-book-
marketing-with-author-benjamin-dehaven)marketing-with-author-benjamin-dehaven)

 

A few weeks ago Ben DeHaven stopped by
(http://www.karenbanes.com/blog/qa-and-giveaway-with-
author-ben-dehaven) to talk about his book, Confessions
of a Self-Help Writer (http://amzn.to/1z1Vq4F). Today he's
back to share his views on book marketing. 

Ben has tried a few things, from YouTube videos and
generously giving away advance copies, to a release party
at the Hustler Club in Las Vegas. Read on to find out what
works for him, and what definitely doesn't.

KB: A lot of authors think marketing starts with
cover design. Do you think that the cover plays an
important part in the buying process?

BD: The book cover is essential in selection. I wanted two
separate covers for Confessions of a Self-Help Writer (http://amzn.to/1z1Vq4F), because I
thought it would be interesting to try and I’ve also had multiple reviews that started with, “I
picked this book up because of the cover I thought it was a story about….” 

The funny thing is that most the purchases based purely on the cover resulted in negative
reviews. I guess the take away is you need a cover that speaks about the work inside, but if
the cover is better than the writing, maybe we should be designing posters! 

KB: What part of your writing time do you devote to marketing your book?

BD: 80%. In typical sales roles you need to understand the 80/20 rule. 80% of your sales
come from 20% of the market. So adjust accordingly. I try to separate writing time from selling
time-but writing is now a function of a greater goal. That goal is to get your product seen and
sold. You could be the greatest doctor in the world, but you don’t just step out of medical
school and say, “Ok-I’m ready to be rich and have all the people come to the office.” 

KB: Do you have any amusing or enlightening stories about marketing your books? 

BD: Because of the nature of this book and the real people involved we had a release party at
the Hustler Club in Las Vegas during the ALA this year. This was a crazy time because we had
an ALA nomination and a ton of great librarians showed up for the party and really cut loose.
We got some amazing press for the party and even had a friend, “Whiskey Time” lend us a car
to do some promo pictures. I backed his 62 and a half Lincoln continental into the side of the
club. It’s a good thing he’s a great guy, because he’s the president of a motorcycle club and we
might have had some material to write a murder mystery if we weren’t careful. 
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might have had some material to write a murder mystery if we weren’t careful. 

 If you don’t mind some minor, less than classy pictures:

Hustler Release Party Pics:  https://www.icloud.com/photostream/#AMJtdOXmJpNb3p
(https://www.icloud.com/photostream/#AMJtdOXmJpNb3p)

KB: What’s your view on social media for marketing?

BD: Social media is dead and no one understands it. 

If only there were a magic ball to create content buzz. Or bullshit buzz for that matter. Or even
a human being that claims to know what that means, accepts cash--then does not take a dump
in their hand like a monkey and inspect it while annoying all of your friends with it. 

My view is that it is the most important part of any marketing strategy for a small author. My
guess is without a government bailout, the traditional big 5 publishers are going to die a death
that seemingly comes from nowhere and takes them instantly.

If you can master this, or even want to learn it, my next venture is in PR for authors. I believe
I can do as much PR for 25% of what others are charging and get 10 times the results. Yes
that’s a sales pitch-Social media is like anything else in life though-It takes a lot of work! Just
like the thesis of Confessions of a Self-Help Writer (http://amzn.to/1z1Vq4F)—you are not

going to be saved, lose weight, or market your book in one 30 minute webinar. But people will
surely take your money to tell you that.

KB: Is there any marketing technique you used that had an immediate impact on
your sales figures?

BD: There are and I would be glad to share it for a small fee, but I’m not 100% I can explain
it. The most immediate impact came from internet marketing, which 6 months ago I knew
nothing about, but I would advise you to learn everything you can about Ad Words, Cross
Promotion, Analytics, Hoot Suite, and driving content. If you are true to yourself, the marketing
will come naturally.  

KB: Did you make any marketing mistakes or is there anything you would avoid in
future?

BD: If I knew even half of what I did now, I would have backed the publication off at least a
year and spent the entire year building a social media presence and doing a complete
assessment about where my book fits into the market, what the market looks like, and how
much of the market I need to capture. I keep imagining a huge snowball rolling down a
cartoon mountain. Once you “let go” it will chase you all the way down. I wish I would of paid
a little more attention to what I “packed” in there, because it’s starting to look yellow. 

The only mistake was letting the publisher convince me I could sell the book as humor and
fiction. If you are a first time author I have bad news for you--you have to write something
that fits into one category. Book stores, want products that fit into a neat little package. 

The only other mistake I could mention is—if you have to explain it, you have already failed. I
think that was a marketing mistake on Confessions of a Self-Help Writer
(http://amzn.to/1z1Vq4F). It’s great that people picked it up to review it, but if they did it
because they read a press release about the backstory, then they were just looking for scandal,
not a story. Almost everyone who has read the book, without knowing anything about the facts
has seemed to really enjoy it as a theoretical work of fiction. 

KB: Do you have a trailer or do you intend to create one for your book?

BD: There’s not really a trailer yet (although I have given away some personal money trying to
get one produced). There are a bunch of Youtube videos supporting the background of the
book and newspaper though:

https://www.icloud.com/photostream/#AMJtdOXmJpNb3p
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http://www.youtube.com/user/benjamindehaven
(https://www.youtube.com/user/benjamindehaven)

KB: Do you think that giving books away free works and why?

BD: I think it helps create awareness and can help you get into distribution channels, but if on
your first title, I don’t think it helps overall sales. We did an ALA white box mailing which was
something ridiculous like 700 Galleys, and I have walked into stores where they received free
books and they didn’t even have that available in stock. FYI-if you don’t have a traditional
publisher and distribution channel-that’s what you are up against. People Tools-who gave away
8000 copies! Yes 8000. 

KB: In what formats is your book available?

BD: Currently the book is available in Hardcover and Digital formats on Indiebound, Amazon
(http://amzn.to/1z1Vq4F), Barnes and Noble, Books a Million, Walmart, the airport, and is
available in some pirated paperback editions in China. 

How can readers discover more about you and you work?

Website: https://bdehaven.com (https://www.bdehaven.com/)
Blog: http://bdehaven.wordpress.com (http://bdehaven.wordpress.com/)  
Facebook: http://facebook.com/bendehavenws (https://www.facebook.com/bendehavenws)
Twitter: @ben_dehaven  https://twitter.com/ben_dehaven 
Linkedin: http://www.linkedin.com/in/bendehaven (http://www.linkedin.com/in/bendehaven)
Pinterest:  http://pinterest.com/bendehavenws (http://pinterest.com/bendehavenws)
Amazon Author Page: http://www.amazon.com/Benjamin-DeHaven/e/B00HNEHH34
Amazon Book Pages: http://amzn.to/1z1Vq4F  
Goodreads: http://goodreads.com/ben_dehaven (http://goodreads.com/ben_dehaven)
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/user/benjamindehaven
(https://www.youtube.com/user/benjamindehaven)
Google +: https://plus.google.com/u/0/+BenDeHaven/posts (http://google.com/bdehaven)
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Author Interview With Kelly CriggerAuthor Interview With Kelly Crigger
(http://www.KarenBanes.com/blog/author-interview-with-(http://www.KarenBanes.com/blog/author-interview-with-
kelly-crigger)kelly-crigger)
 

Author Kelly Crigger (https://www.facebook.com/pages/Kelly-
Crigger/108902249223699) is an angry troll who lives under a
bridge, eats goats that wander past, and throws their bones
into the canyon of despair. And that’s just what his publicity
blurb says. He’s here, he’s telling us about his new
book, Curmudgeonism; A Surly Man’s Guide to Midlife
(http://amzn.to/ZXS8mE) and he’s full of middle-aged angst.
Here’s what he had to say about life, people (he doesn't like
them), writing and Curmudgeonism (http://amzn.to/ZXS8mE).

What inspired you to write this book?

I was fed up with the world. I spent 24 years in the Army and thought I knew who I was but

, 

0LikeLike TweetTweet 3

https://www.youtube.com/user/benjamindehaven
http://amzn.to/1z1Vq4F
https://www.bdehaven.com/
http://bdehaven.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bendehavenws
http://www.linkedin.com/in/bendehaven
http://pinterest.com/bendehavenws
http://goodreads.com/ben_dehaven
https://www.youtube.com/user/benjamindehaven
http://google.com/bdehaven
http://www.karenbanes.com/blog/talking-book-marketing-with-author-benjamin-dehaven#comments
http://www.karenbanes.com/blog/author-interview-with-kelly-crigger#comments
http://www.karenbanes.com/blog/author-interview-with-kelly-crigger
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Kelly-Crigger/108902249223699
http://amzn.to/ZXS8mE
http://amzn.to/ZXS8mE
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=&text=Karen%20Banes%20-%20Blog&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.KarenBanes.com%2F1%2Fpost%2F2014%2F12%2Fauthor-interview-with-s-m-freedman.html
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.KarenBanes.com%2F1%2Fpost%2F2014%2F12%2Fauthor-interview-with-s-m-freedman.html


then I got out and found the civilian world to be far less hospitable than what I dreamed it
was. In the military everyone worked toward a common goal and you watched the backs of the
men on your left and right but on the outside it was every man for themselves. Being lied to
and stabbed in the back was incredibly common and easy for more people than I wanted to
believe. I freaked out a little and quickly learned not to trust anyone and took comfort in
booze, caffeine, and hate.

How did you come up with the title?

I don’t remember. I think someone called me a curmudgeon and in my mind I thought how
cool it would be to be the father of a movement of curmudgeons and we would call our
philosophy curmudgeonism. Yeah, let’s go with that.

What was the hardest part of writing your book?

Nothing. It all came very easily. (That’s what she said). 

OK. Did you learn anything from writing your book and what was it?

I’m not really as angry as I come across. At least not so much anymore. When I wrote it I
hated everyone, but getting it out there tempered that a lot. I still trust no one because
everyone is inherently selfish and weak but I don’t flat out hate people across the board like I
did. 

Is there a message in your book that you want readers to grasp?

Be who you are, don’t apologize for it. If you’re a crusty bastard or just opinionated, don’t hide
it. Don’t let the pressures of societal norms and the wussification of America change you.

How much of the book is realistic?

Every word.

Are experiences based on someone you know, or events in your own life?

Me.

 (http://amzn.to/ZXS8mE)
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What’s your writing process like? Are you a plotter or a pantser?  

What the hell is a pantser? Maybe I am one. Define it. 

Do you write ‘by the seat of your pants’ or do you plan it all out ahead of time?

I don’t stop the writing when it’s flowing if that’s what you mean. I haven’t read classics like
Hemmingway or…anyone else that’s classic. I don’t go to seminars because there are few that
interest me and even less that I can afford. I don’t belong to a writing group because the only
time I went to one all they did was complain and I can’t stand to be in the company of
whiners. 

I have no desire to be the subject of a book signing and abhor the thought of speaking publicly
along with most human contact outside the inner circle of family and friends. I don’t hang
rejection letters on my wall as trophies and re-start my twelve point, “I’m a good person even
if they don’t appreciate me” program every time I get one. 

If there are any golden rules of writing I don’t know them nor do I know the difference
between nominative pronouns and indifferent clauses. I’m not even certain either of those exist
because English just confuses me despite being a native speaker of it. 

I don’t know whether to heed the advice of others or ignore it because it always seems
contradictory. One month it’s, “the rules to get published,” but the next month it’s, “the rules I
broke to get published.” I wear surfing t-shirts and vans and say things writers wouldn’t dream
of like “dude” and “what’s up bro?” I even taught my son the appropriate use of “hottie.” 

But I also know my characters down to the most infinite detail and know nothing I write is ever
good enough. I spend several hours a day dreaming of the stories I want to grace readers with
and wondering when I’ll ever get to. I take note of the world around me and question how
anything and everything will fit into a particular story-literally. I stopped traffic once to make

note of the term “fish ladder.”  That’s probably way more than you wanted, but when the
writing flows don’t stop it. 

That was a detailed answer. Well, maybe not an answer exactly but definitely
detailed. What were the challenges (research, literary, and logistical) in bringing
this book to life?

None. It’s auto-biographical.

Give us an insight into your main character. Um, I’m guessing that would be you.

Yes, it’s me and it’s all on the pages of this book. Be who you are, don’t apologize for it. If
you’re a crusty bastard or just opinionated, don’t hide it. Don’t let the pressures of societal
norms and the wussification of America change you.

How long did it take you to write this book?

2 months.

Which actor/actress would you like to see playing the lead character from your
book?

I hate entertainers. Except Tammy Pescatelli. She’s cool. 

What are you working on now?

. It’s a biography of Zak Bagans from the Travel Channel’s . 

What book are you reading now?

The Far Reaches (http://amzn.to/1007ExY) by Homer Hickam.

I Am Haunted Ghost Adventures

http://amzn.to/1007ExY


What books have most influenced your life?

The Ambassador’s Son (http://amzn.to/1tIoij7) by Homer Hickam

The Orphan Master’s Son (http://amzn.to/1pWmw7K) by Adam Johnson

The Road (http://amzn.to/1pWmBIv) by Cormac McCarthy

The Outsiders (http://amzn.to/1pWmGMv)by S.E. Hinton

The Deceiver (http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0051UT8PM) by Frederick Forsyth

Got Fight? (http://amzn.to/1u5em3Z)by Erich Krauss and Forest Griffin

Why Jews Don’t Camp (http://Why Jews Don’t Camp) by Steve Spiro

Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas (http://amzn.to/1wEgegW) by Hunter Thompson (the book,
not the cheesy movies)

Do you have a writing mentor or role model?

Homer Hickam, Mike Carlson

Do you ever experience writer's block?

Of course. I drink my way through it. 

Do you write full-time or part-time? 

Part time. 

What are your ambitions for your writing career?

Make enough to do it full time. 

How long on average does it take you to write a book?

Anywhere from 2 months to 11 years. 

Where can we find you online?

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/pages/Kelly-Crigger/108902249223699)
Goodreads (https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1733780.Kelly_Crigger)
Amazon (http://amzn.to/ZXS8mE)

Twitter: @kellycrigger (https://twitter.com/kellycrigger) @curmudgeonism
(https://twitter.com/Curmudgeonism) 

Follow the entire Curmudgeonsim Tour HERE

(http://amzn.to/ZXS8mE)
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Follow the entire Curmudgeonsim Tour HERE
(http://worldwindvirtualbooktours.weebly.com/tour-curmudgeonism-a-surly-mans-guide-to-self-

help.html)

Brought to you by Worldwind Virtual Book Tours
(http://worldwindvirtualbooktours.weebly.com/)
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mark-b-perry)mark-b-perry)
 

Today I'm excited to be welcoming Emmy Award winning TV
producer and writer turned novelist, Mark B Perry
(http://www.markbperry.wordpress.com/) to the blog. You may
already be familiar with Mark's TV writing. He's written for a

range of popular and acclaimed series, from 
 to . You may also have heard his name in

connection with the Emmy Award he picked up for his work
on David E. Kelley’s or the Golden Globe he and
his colleagues won for his writing and producing services
on . 

When someone with that kind of pedigree turns his hand to
writing a novel, it's going to be worth reading. I'm honored that
Mark agreed to stop by and chat to us about his new book City of Whores
(http://amzn.to/12BU0TL).

KB: What inspired you to write City of Whores?

MBP: As a small child, I fell in love with the golden age of Hollywood thanks to 
, which my family would watch as we munched popcorn in front of our little

black and white Philco. Even as far back as third grade I knew I wanted to work in “the
industry.” Then, while studying television and film in college, I read Lauren Bacall’s excellent
autobiography, , and that started my lifelong addiction to “Tinseltown Tell-Alls.”  In
many cases, like those of Rock Hudson, Tallulah Bankhead, and Tab Hunter (to name a few),
the real drama and comedy wasn’t playing out on the screen, but behind the cameras. This
also explains my obsession with biopics where these memoirs are recreated and brought to
life. 

When I finally came to Hollywood in 1985 as a young, aspiring writer, and my career was
gradually getting some traction, many of my similarly bitten friends began to abandon their
dreams and leave Los Angeles altogether. The idea of writing a fictional memoir from the point
of view of someone who got the briefest taste of stardom began to take root from these
various seeds. The emotional weight of the story came from far more personal experience. I
knew first hand the toxic effects of denial as well as the exhausting and corrosive power of
presenting a false image to the world, and often wondered how that might play out in its most
extreme incarnation. And that was the origin of City of Whores (http://amzn.to/12BU0TL).

The Wonder
Years Law and Order

Picket Fences, 

Party of Five

NBC Saturday
Night at the Movies

By Myself

 (http://amzn.to/12BU0TL)
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KB: How did you come up with the title?

MBP: The working title of the book was rather esoteric and pretentious, inspired by a line
about the characters being stoned around the pool, their heads dancing gently to mellow jazz.
That title was  (the nickname given to the backyard pool and
cabana in the book). Fortunately, I had an incredible editor in Alice Peck, and one of her first
notes was that my title had to go. While revising the book to incorporate her intelligent,
thoughtful, and constructive notes, I wrote the line, “Jesus, this whole city was full of nothing
but whores,” and it was something of an “ah ha!” moment.  

KB: What was the hardest part of writing your book?

MBP: Honestly, just finding the time. I’ve been very fortunate to have worked steadily in
television for the past twenty-five years, which means I was constantly writing under tight
deadlines. Finding the time and energy to work on fiction was daunting, but that’s when
inspiration and fun became my primary motivators. 

KB: Is there a message in your novel that you want readers to grasp?

MBP: To paraphrase Samuel Goldwyn, if I wanted to send a message, I’d call Western Union!
Truthfully, for me, Whores (http://amzn.to/12BU0TL) is about the liberating and redemptive

power of self acceptance. 

KB: How much of the book is realistic?

MBP: I did a lot of research to make sure I was portraying the actual historical characters as
accurately and respectfully as possible. I also tried (in most cases) to make sure those real life
characters could conceivably have been doing what my story required within its timeframe. I
aspired to achieve a passing degree of verisimilitude. I also like to think that the fictional
characters’ emotional journeys are the most realistic thing in the entire book.  

KB: Are experiences based on someone you know, or events in your own life?

MBP: Writers are observers of behavior and collectors of tales and idiosyncrasies, and
throughout the years as I’ve met people and heard their stories—especially in Hollywood—I’ve
absorbed their quirks and foibles and stored up a wealth of things that I hope help to make my
characters and plot distinctive, realistic, and relatable. The heart of the emotional storyline is
rooted in my own personal journey, the rest came from letting my imagination run around off
leash. 

KB: What’s your writing process like? Are you a plotter or a pantser?  

MBP: In television, my process is dictated by the production schedule. It’s great training and
discipline to get the actual writing done in between all of the other responsibilities that come
along with producing a series. When I finally had time to concentrate on Whores

 (http://amzn.to/12BU0TL)
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along with producing a series. When I finally had time to concentrate on Whores
(http://amzn.to/12BU0TL), I found that a long bike ride on the path by the L.A. River was a
good way to get the day started, then I’d shower and start writing, generally working until my
inspiration or energy was depleted. In terms of plot, it helped that the book starts at what first
appears to be the ending of the story, so I always knew exactly where I was going. The true
revelations in the process were the surprises that kept bubbling up as the characters and story
took on a life of their own. 

KB: What were the challenges (research, literary, and logistical) in bringing this
book to life?

MBP: I set pretty high standards for myself, especially when it came to historical accuracy. The
sequence set on the maiden voyage of the SS  was particularly challenging
because I kept learning new tidbits as I was reading, writing, and revising. For example, just
as I was getting ready to publish, a dear friend of mine who was a crewmember on the “Big U”

(as her devotees call her), told me that I had the route from the ballroom to the gymnasium
wrong, and that I’d even inadvertently put the gym on the wrong deck, so that had to be
revised. Then I found conflicting accounts of the weather conditions during the crossing, and
had to sort that out, as well. I’m the first to admit that I do get rather O.C.D. about such
details. 

KB: Give us an insight into your main character.

MBP: The book was rejected by a reader at a big publishing house who took a dislike to my
protagonist/narrator in the first couple of chapters. That’s because when we first meet him he’s
young, angry, arrogant, and entitled . Characters have to start somewhere, and need
a place to go, a way to change and learn. I honestly don’t think that reader got past the very
beginning, because Dan/Dex’s arc spans some forty years from the time he’s 21 until he’s 63
and he can’t help but gain some wisdom and maturity along the way. He’s a very changed man
by story’s end.  

KB: How long did it take you to write this book?

MBP: I started Whores (http://amzn.to/12BU0TL) while I was in a writers group in 1994, but
my television career kept putting it on the back burner. I worked on it off and on, and then in
2008 or so, I finally had long stretches of time to focus on the book. So while I can’t really say
it took me twenty years to write it, I can certainly say it took me that long to finish it. 

KB: Which actor would you like to see playing the lead character from your book?

MBP: Because  takes place in two time periods, specifically 1994 and the early 1950s,
I’d love to see a seasoned heartthrob like Richard Gere play the older character, and a
newcomer play his younger self. 

KB: What are you working on now?

MBP: In addition to my television development, I’m also working on my second novel which is
very different from Whores (http://amzn.to/12BU0TL) though there is a Hollywood connection.
It’s mostly about growing up “different” in the very racist American south of the early 1960s. 

KB: What book are you reading now?

MBP: I just finished probably the most fascinating non-fiction book I’ve ever read, Empty

Mansions (http://amzn.to/ZPdT7K) by Bill Dedman and Paul Clark Newell, Jr., and I’m just
starting Derek Jacobi’s memoir, As Luck Would Have It. (http://amzn.to/ZRHDRR) Oh, and I’m
dying to get to Jackie Ganiy’s Tragic Hollywood: Beautiful, Glamorous, and Dead
(http://amzn.to/1tz2ipx), because I just know it’s going to be delicious. 

KB: What books have most influenced your life?

MBP: Here’s my rather eclectic but honest list: Hands down, Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird
(http://amzn.to/1tp9hCt) tops the list, followed by Conroy’s The Prince of Tides
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(http://amzn.to/1tp9hCt) tops the list, followed by Conroy’s The Prince of Tides
(http://amzn.to/1snkDR4), Mitchell’s Gone With The Wind (http://amzn.to/1z93VOe), Capote’s
In Cold Blood (http://amzn.to/1wsjA7K), Cunningham’s The Hours (http://amzn.to/1snlotw)
Christie’s And Then There Were None (http://amzn.to/1tpaiur), Gallico’s The Poseidon
Adventure (http://amzn.to/1wyyjin), and Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath
(http://amzn.to/1taqcYq).

KB: What books/authors have influenced your writing?

MBP: All of the above. 

KB: Do you have a writing mentor or role model?

MBP: It’s a tossup between Pat Conroy and Michael Cunningham. I’m guaranteed to find
something to love and covet in every single one of their books. 

KB: Is there anything you find particularly challenging in your writing?

MBP: The never ending quest for a satisfying sentence. 

KB: Do you have any advice for other writers?

MBP: As a college student, I had the good fortune to have lunch with screenwriter Steve Tesich
on the set of the television pilot for  which just happened to be filming in my
college town of Athens, Georgia. I worked up the nerve to ask him what advice he’d give a
young writer starting out. He looked and me and shrugged, then said simply, “Write.” It’s pretty
basic, but that’s really all there is. 

KB: Do you ever experience writer's block?

MBP: In television, there’s no such thing. In fiction, I think of hurdles to overcome rather than
blocks that stop you cold. 

KB: What is your favorite theme/genre to write about?

MBP: I guess I’d describe it as “backstage drama.” I adore biopics, especially of the cheesy
made-for-television variety, because they try to tell a person’s life story in one sitting. It’s a
monumental task, but I’m drawn to the themes of aging and gaining perspective on life, even
when the characters are fictional. 

KB: For your own reading, do you prefer ebooks or traditional paper/hard back
books?

MBP: I adore the feel of a real book, the ability to see how much I’ve read and how much is
left to enjoy, and I like to line my shelves with them as if each one becomes a trophy once it’s
been read. After indie publishing Whores (http://amzn.to/12BU0TL), I don’t have much
fondness for ebooks. Seriously, it’s Betamax and VHS all over again. There really should be one
format that will work on all devices, and it really should look as much like the printed book as
possible.  

KB: What are your ambitions for your writing career?

MBP: My main ambition is to keep writing as long as it both satisfies and pays the bills. 

KB: Do you write full-time or part-time? 

MBP: In television, full time. In fiction, part time. 

KB: Do you have a special time and place to write? 

MBP: In my youth, I’d stay up until the wee hours drinking cheap wine, smoking cigarettes,
and hammering out crap on my electric typewriter. A little age has brought the wisdom to cut
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and hammering out crap on my electric typewriter. A little age has brought the wisdom to cut
all of that out, and now I much prefer mornings. I have a nice home office, but once I
switched to a MacBook Pro, I’ve discovered I do my best work at my kitchen table, mere steps
from the coffee pot. 

KB: Do you aim for a set amount of words/pages per day?

MBP: In television, I take the episode outline and divide the number of scenes by the number
of days I’ve been given to complete a first draft, allowing a day at the end (if possible) for final
polishing, then I write until I’ve completed each day’s work, and, if inspired, squeak in an
additional scene or two. While writing Whores (http://amzn.to/12BU0TL), I often wrote all day
and into the evening because the inspiration and excitement fueled me. 

KB: What is the hardest thing about writing?

MBP: Writing. 

KB: What is the easiest thing about writing?

MBP: Having written. I have to give a shout out to my dear friend Lisa Melamed for that one.
She says her favorite part of writing is having written. Hi, Lisa!

KB: How long on average does it take you to write a book?

MBP: I certainly hope it doesn’t take me another twenty years to finish my second novel. 

KB: Where can we find you online?

Website: http://www.cityofwhores.com (http://www.cityofwhores.com/)
Blog: http://www.markbperry.wordpress.com (http://www.markbperry.wordpress.com/)
Facebook Author Page: https://www.facebook.com/markbperryAuthor?ref=hl
(https://www.facebook.com/markbperryAuthor?ref=hl)
Facebook City of Whores book page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-
Whores/601228039998921?ref=hl. (https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-
Whores/601228039998921?ref=hl.)
Twitter: @MarkBPerryTV
Amazon Author Page: http://www.amazon.com/-/e/B00JHNQB7C (http://www.amazon.com/-
/e/B00JHNQB7C)
Amazon Book Page: City of Whores (http://amzn.to/12BU0TL) 
Goodreads: https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/8273049.Mark_B_Perry
(https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/8273049.Mark_B_Perry)
 

Mark B. Perry was born and raised in Atlanta, Georgia, and earned his BA in broadcast
journalism from the University of Georgia. An aspiring writer and filmmaker, he moved to Los

Angeles in 1986 and worked as an office temp until he wrote a script on spec for the top-ten
show The Wonder Years. Not only did this writing sample lead to a freelance assignment and a
staff position on the series, it was also purchased and produced as the opening episode of the
1989-1990 season, entitled "Summer Song." Its premiere was the number three show for that
week in the Nielsen Ratings, outranked only by the venerable Roseanne and The Cosby Show. 

After three years and eighteen episodes of The Wonder Years, Mark went on to write and/or
produce such diverse television series as Northern Exposure, Picket Fences, Moon Over Miami,
Law & Order, Party of Five, Push, Time of Your Life, Pasadena, First Years, That Was Then, One
Tree Hill, Windfall, and What About Brian. After helping successfully launch the second season
of ABC’s Brothers & Sisters in 2007, Mark was then a co-executive producer on the last two
seasons of CBS’s Ghost Whisperer. In 2011, Mark embarked on two gloriously venomous
seasons on the ABC hit Revenge before leaving to complete his debut novel, City of Whores. 

As a producer on the first season on David E. Kelley’s Picket Fences, Mark and the other
producers received an Emmy Award for Outstanding Dramatic Series (1993). For his episode of
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Party of Five entitled “Falsies,” he was nominated for a Writers Guild of America Award for Best
Achievement in Dramatic Writing (1997). And for his writing and producing services on that
same series, he shared a Golden Globe Award for Best Drama (1996). For a full list of credits,
please see his IMDB page (http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0675204/?ref_=fn_al_nm_1).
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Today we're celebrating launch of a new edition of Self-Printed: The Sane Person's Guide To
Self-Publishing (http://amzn.to/1wtXFMl), by Catherine Ryan Howard. This book (and
Catherine's blog, Catherine, Caffeinated (http://catherineryanhoward.com/)) were a big part of
what got me interested in self-publishing, so she has a lot to answer for! The new edition of
Self-Printed (http://amzn.to/1wtXFMl) is completely re-written and updated to reflect where we
are and how we need to be publishing and marketing as indie authors in 2014. 
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Catherine is celebrating the launch with a ask-me-anything free-for-all for all her loyal readers. So I asked
her about something I was recently told I should be doing to promote my books: sending out press releases.
Did Catherine agree? Hell, no. Here's what she had to say.

Me: Should I be sending out press releases to promote my books? I'm already Tweeting and
blogging and Pinteresting and God-knows-what-else. Do I have to add another chore to my
marketing list?

Catherine Ryan Howard: Self-publishers need to step away from traditional publication and put
down the press releases. It's not going to help. 

The self-publisher's aim should be to put as little distance between the place where the reader
finds outs about the book (the promotion) and the place where they can buy a book. As we are
selling our books online, this means that the promotion should be ONLY online.  

Imagine you see a tweet about a book and you are immediately enthralled and want to buy it.
In seconds you can be on Amazon clicking that buy button - which is great for the author
because seconds isn't much time for you to lose interest and/or change your mind. But what if
they read about your book in the newspaper or hear you on the radio? The interest has to last
until they get home or get to their computer and they have to remember all the details long

enough to find you on Amazon. That's a tall order. On a practical level, it just DOESN'T work.
What self-publisher has sold 1,000,000s and said, "Well, it's all down to my local newspaper..."
Clue: zero. Social media and reviews (book bloggers, Goodreads, etc.) is where it's at. 

Forget traditional media. That's for traditionally published books. You are in the brave new
world of self-publishing and you'll be navigating with an entirely different map. 
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(http://amzn.to/1wtXFMl)

Catherine Ryan Howard is a writer, self-publisher and caffeine enthusiast from Cork, Ireland.
SELF-PRINTED: THE SANE PERSON'S GUIDE TO SELF-PUBLISHING (3rd edition)
(http://amzn.to/1wtXFMl)is out now in paperback and e-book and available from Amazon.
Follow the #selfprintedsplash on Twitter today (Friday 24th) and/or
visit www.catherineryanhoward.com (http://www.catherineryanhoward.com/) for chance to win
an amazing prize that will get your self-publishing adventure started! 
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Last month award winning author Traci Slatton stopped by the
blog to talk to us about her writing process
(http://www.karenbanes.com/blog/interview-with-author-traci-
slatton). Today she's back and we're chatting about a subject
most indie authors either love or hate. Book marketing is a
necessary evil for some, and a fun way to connect with readers
for others. Traci gives us her take on it and shares which
marketing techniques have worked for her.

KB: How do you publish your books and why? Indie,
traditional or both?

TS: I started out traditionally published. BantamDell published my
first novel, Immortal (http://amzn.to/1u2pSak). The crash of
2008 affected the publishing world catastrophically, and by 2011,
I had started my own independent press, Parvati Press. Recently
Parvati Press was recognized as a 501(c ) (3) not-for-profit
corporation by the IRS, and that gives me an opportunity to
expand the press. I want to take risks on new and original voices,
and I’m talking to a few authors about their work.

KB: When you were traditionally published how much
marketing support did you get from your publisher?

TS: Very little! The marketing department at Random House
actively thwarted my attempts to sell books. They were horrible
to deal with. They were rude, dismissive, condescending,
aggressive, and belligerent. It’s shocking how badly they treat
authors. I hired a PR company to help with promoting Immortal
(http://amzn.to/1u2pSak).

KB: Do you think that the cover plays an important part in the buying process?

TS: Yes! The cover is crucial. It has to be knock-em-out-of-the-ballpark appealing. It has to make buyers
part with $18 of hard earned cash and buy the book, or $6 or $7 for an eBook. It’s essential that the cover
be beautiful and appealing.

KB: Who designed your book cover?

TS: The cover for Broken (http://amzn.to/ZYyGqF) came from a painting by an Italian painter named
Roberto Ferri. My husband Sabin Howard (http://www.sabinhoward.com) is a famous classical figurative
sculptor and he is Facebook friends with Roberto Ferri. While I was working on Broken
(http://amzn.to/ZYyGqF), Sabin saw the image of this painting online and said to me, “That’s the cover for
your new book.” Since Sabin speaks fluent Italian, he skyped Roberto, who lives in Italy, and persuaded
Roberto to give me permission to use the image.

Then cover designer Gwyn Snider of gkscreative.com (http://gkscreative.com/) took the image and turned it
into the beautiful cover. She’s amazing! Gwyn makes gorgeous covers. She did the new covers for Fallen
(http://www.tracilslatton.com/Fallen/), Cold Light (http://www.tracilslatton.com/ColdLight/)  and Far Shore
(http://www.tracilslatton.com/FarShore/). Gwyn Snider is a design genius.

KB: Do you have any advice for other authors on how to market their books?

TS: That’s an excellent question, and one I address every day of my life. For one, internet exposure is key.
The book review bloggers are an important way to spread the word about a book. Targeted advertising

sometimes works. Netgalley, a service for hosting egalleys, is excellent for reaching people I wouldn’t have
been able to reach on my own; they’re expensive but worth it. Writing articles for online placement helps.
Goodreads giveaways can spread the word. I wrote extensively about marketing in my book How to Write,
Publish, and Market Your Book, Yourself, Independently: A guide for the courageous and persistent
(http://www.tracilslatton.com/IndependentPublishingConsulting/).

KB: What part of your writing time do you devote to marketing your book?

TS: Several hours per week.
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KB: What is your view on social media for marketing? 

TS: I’m a bit skeptical but I think it can’t hurt; it all works together synergistically to spread the word about
your books. It seems like Twitter is all authors trying to sell their books to other authors. Facebook is what it
is. I’m wondering how Google+ will turn out.

KB: Which social network has worked best for you?

TS: As skeptical as I am about Facebook, it does seem that a few people have seen my books on my friends’
pages and have read my books and become fans that way.

KB: Is there any marketing technique you used that had an immediate impact on your sales
figures?

TS: Selling my eBooks at a big discount on Bookbub (https://www.bookbub.com/home/) and BookGorilla
(http://www.bookgorilla.com/).

KB: Do you have a trailer or do you intend to create one for your own book/s?

TS: I do have some trailers made by BookCandy Studios (http://www.bookcandystudios.com/). I like the
trailers. I think they’re useful. People like to watch videos.

KB: Do you think that giving books away free works and why?

TS: I give books away to reviewers and on Goodreads giveaways, as a means of spreading the word about
the book. It makes the book available to people who perhaps wouldn’t spring for the books themselves, but
who might enjoy them, and who will post their reviews online.

KB: Which publishing and marketing tasks did you outsource?

TS: I’m very much a jack-of-all-trades publisher right now, but I did hire a blog tour coordinator, Whirlwind
Virtual Book Tours (http://worldwindvirtualbooktours.weebly.com/), for Broken (http://amzn.to/ZYyGqF), and
SJ Miller Communications (http://www.bookpr.com/) to do the general outreach for the book.

KB: In what formats are your books available?

TS: eBook and print, and perhaps audiobook soon.

KB: How can readers discover more about you and you work?

Website: http://www.parvatipress.com (http://www.parvatipress.com/) and http://www.tracilslatton.com
(http://www.tracilslatton.com/) 
Blog: http://www.blogspot.tracilslatton.com (http://www.blogspot.tracilslatton.com/) 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/traci.slatton (https://www.facebook.com/traci.slatton) 
Twitter: @tracilslatton (https://twitter.com/tracilslatton)
Linkedin: http://www.linkedin.com/pub/traci-slatton/9/3b5/828 (https://www.linkedin.com/pub/traci-
slatton/9/3b5/828) 
Amazon Author Page: http://www.amazon.com/Traci-L.-Slatton/e/B001JRTKYU 
(http://www.amazon.com/Traci-L.-Slatton/e/B001JRTKYU)

Need help marketing your book? Try the Market My Book Now
(http://ultimatebookcoach.com/order/aff/go/karenbanes/?i=3) Digital Course, from The Book Ninja

(http://ultimatebookcoach.com/order/aff/go/karenbanes/?i=3)
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(http://ultimatebookcoach.com/order/aff/go/karenbanes/?i=3) Digital Course, from The Book Ninja
(http://ultimatebookcoach.com/order/aff/go/karenbanes).
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There are all sorts of reasons writers and indie authors should give Twitter a chance. I go on
about how useful Twitter is for freelancers, solopreneurs and small businesses for several
thousand words in my Kindle book Tweeting For a Reason (http://amzn.to/1wb4C4O).

Today Tweeting For a Reason (http://amzn.to/1wb4C4O) goes on sale on Amazon.com via
Kindle Countdown and I’m celebrating with a Twitter related post. If you haven’t read the book
yet you can get it for just 99 cents for the next few days. Here’s the deal:

At 9 am Pacific Time today (Thursday 16th October) Tweeting For a Reason
(http://amzn.to/1wb4C4O) will go on sale for 99 cents. It will be 99 cents until 4 pm Pacific
Time on Sunday 19th October. Then it will be $1.99 through 23rd October, at which point it will
revert to its normal price of $2.99. The clock is ticking.

The clock really is ticking. I’ve fed the numbers into the big Kindle Countdown machine and I
can’t change anything now. The price will automatically go back up at the set times. I can’t
change my mind and extend it for an hour, even if I want to, so do grab it now while it’s
available for couch change.

And now, I promised you a blog post…

Reasons Writers and Authors should be on TwitterReasons Writers and Authors should be on Twitter

It’s a virtual coffee break

Writing is a solitary business, usually, and many writers are quite introverted. Jumping on
Twitter for 15 minutes is a little social break you can take without leaving your house. 

It can even be part of your real coffee break. Or tea break in my case. Preferably herbal. I’m
really trying to cut down on the caffeine. Either way, grab your hot beverage of choice and

 (http://amzn.to/1wb4C4O)
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spend 15 minutes with your Twitter buddies.

The need for brevity is a good discipline

There’s a problem for many writers on social media. We like to write so much that we get
sucked into writing long posts and replies that can actually ‘steal’ word count from our personal
projects.

You can’t do that on Twitter. 140 characters and you’re done. I find the need for brevity a great
discipline and it kind of makes you more creative too.

You can find freelance writing gigs on there

You really can. I wrote a whole guest post on this aspect of Twitter this week, over at Kirsty
Stewart’s excellent blog Freelance Writers Online (http://www.freelancewritersonline.com/).
Hop over there and check out my post (http://www.freelancewritersonline.com/freelance-
writers-can-use-twitter-find-new-clients/).

It’s an education

Follow the right hashtags and there is a lot of cool information on Twitter. I recommend

#WritingTips #AmWriting #Authors #IndieAuthors, and for all you book junkies, #AmReading
too. 

It puts you in contact with other writers and authors

Working alone for too long can make you feel like you’re all kinds of crazy.

Twitter is a super efficient way to connect with like-minded writers and authors. Check out the
#MyWANA hashtag started by author Kristen Lamb. It’s specifically aimed at writers and
authors and the WANA stands for We Are Not Alone. Some days you really need a community
you can access from behind your laptop in your own home.

OK the sale has begun. Please consider buying or gifting a copy of Tweeting For A Reason
(http://amzn.to/1wb4C4O), or jump on Twitter and share it using the hashtags #99cent
#ebook. Many thanks.

0 Comments (http://www.KarenBanes.com/blog/reasons-writers-and-authors-should-be-on-twitter#comments)

(http://www.cafepress.com/mf/84757374/im-a-writer_magnets)
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Talking Book Marketing With Author Chris MalburgTalking Book Marketing With Author Chris Malburg
(http://www.KarenBanes.com/blog/talking-book-(http://www.KarenBanes.com/blog/talking-book-
marketing-with-author-chris-malburg)marketing-with-author-chris-malburg)

 

A few weeks ago, successful non-fiction author turned
novelist Chris Malburg stopped by to talk about his new
book (http://www.karenbanes.com/blog/author-interview-
with-chris-malburg). Today he’s back to chat with us about
book marketing. What works, what doesn’t, and what you
need to do to build an online presence even though it may
not directly sell books.

KB: Welcome back, Chris. Tell us about how you
publish your books and why. Are you an indie
author, traditionally published or both?

CM: I have 21 books now in print. Nineteen of them are
nonfiction, dealing with various aspects of corporate finance
and business strategies and tactics. These have all been
published by the big houses worldwide: McGraw Hill, Simon

& Schuster, GP Putnam, John Wiley & Sons, Berkley. 

My two novels were published independently through Smashwords. The reason is that I was
unable to secure a literary agent to represent these two books. Without an agent, there’s little
hope of gaining a publishing contract. I’ve learned a lot about the entire publishing business by
vertically integrating this aspect of my career. When the time comes to negotiate with a
publishing house for my next novel, I’ll certainly be in a position to demand answers to the
hard questions. If I’m not satisfied with the answers or the terms of the deal I know I can
always do it all by myself and enjoy considerable success. 

KB: With your traditionally published books, how much marketing support did you
get from your publisher?

CM: The business proposition the mainstream publishers offer their authors has considerably
diminished with the coming of self-publishing, CreateSpace, Kindle Direct Publishing and
Smashwords (my favorite). A big publishing house absolutely must deliver a larger royalty
stream than authors can get by doing it themselves. That’s a tall order considering very few
authors can command the expert in-house marketing attention and budget needed to push a
book up the best seller lists. 

Here’s an example: I had written a book called, 
(http://amzn.to/ZoQs5l)with a subtitle of, . It was being
published by Wiley. A week before release, one of their marketing people called saying, “Chris
we’re not sure about this subtitle, Nuclear Winter. What if someone wants to buy the book in
the spring or the summer?” Enough said about the capabilities of large publishers. 

KB: Do you think that the cover plays an important part in the buying process?

CM: Covers play a huge part in the buying decision. I created the cover for God’s Banker
(http://amzn.to/1uQuNRf)  I created the idea, pulled together the artwork, and designed it on
Photoshop. I take full responsibility. This cover has been criticized by some. It’s not offensive.
They say it’s just dull. I get it. I did the best job I could. Now, we’re thinking of redoing the
cover. So many bestselling books feature scantily clad people. I just might do that and see
what happens. I ran just such a photo image by a fan group of about 60 people. The guys
loved it and were very encouraging. Then my female audience chimed in, calling me all sorts of
unflattering things. These are the ones I listen to most closely. So, my cover is still in play. Any

Surviving the Bond Bear Market
The Bond Market’s Nuclear Winter
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unflattering things. These are the ones I listen to most closely. So, my cover is still in play. Any
ideas?

KB: Hmmm. It's funny authors think scantily clad women will sell books when the
majority of book buyers are women. Have you tried scantily clad men? Just a
thought. Covers aside, do you have any advice for other authors on how to market
their books?

CM: Yes! Create a marketing plan as best you can. It may not be complete. It may have left
out something. But create one, then execute. You’ll find that the more you’re involved in the
marketing of your own book, the more opportunities will surface for you. I’ve found that
authors are a pretty giving lot. I’ve received some wonderful advice from other authors. I’ve
also given over some of my best marketing ideas to other authors. I am their best cheering
section. 

For God’s Banker we did a highly concentrated pre-launch and launch across all the most
popular forms of social media. We used Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, targeted emailings from
the book’s characters, Goodreads, Book Gorilla, Kindle Daily Nation with a special discount off
the retail price. It was during this campaign that God’s Banker (http://amzn.to/1uQuNRf) rose
up the charts. I did a blog tour as a follow-up to the launch campaign. I’ve been the featured
daily mystery writer on Book Gorilla and Kindle Daily Nation. I’ve had my book featured in

, the e-zine for the International Thriller Writers Association. I’m one of the featured
authors at my city’s local author book fair coming up later this month. I do everything I can to
promote my book. 

This isn’t for the money. Not many authors make a living from their books. I certainly don’t. I
deliberately price God’s Banker (http://amzn.to/1uQuNRf) at the low price of $2.99. I simply
want to entertain my readers. I worked really hard to create a high quality story for them to
enjoy. My job now is to make sure they know about it. 

KB: What is your view on social media for marketing?

CM: In my opinion social media marketing is essential. It’s time consuming considering the
meager return for the effort expended. But you must create a presence. I don’t think people
necessarily will buy a book because someone tweeted something to 2,000 of their closest
friends. However, if you see that tweet, then it’s followed up with a message from someone
you know on Facebook, then you receive an email from a LinkedIn member about the same
book, now I have your attention. Then maybe you’ll see this blog interview. Perhaps you’ll
notice the book trailer for God’s Banker (http://amzn.to/1uQuNRf) on YouTube
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPhjwi6maQk).

What really does get people to buy the book is a recommendation from someone whose
literary taste they trust. Also, if they have somehow learned something about the author—as
I’ve done in the two videos I created and here in this blog interview. One video is meant to be
funny and to introduce the characters while I’m portrayed as having a particularly difficult
telephone conversation. Here’s the link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S7vy3UNAQJQ
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S7vy3UNAQJQ)

The other video allows me to talk about the business of writing and my love affair with the
craft. From these two pieces, they’ll get to know me. If they like the person they see, maybe
they’ll consent to spend a few hours with me as I tell them a story. What an honor that is for
me. Here’s the video link:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BYj141J8P0A
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BYj141J8P0A)

KB: Do you have a trailer or do you intend to create one for your own book/s?

CM: I love the book trailer I created for God’s Banker (http://amzn.to/1uQuNRf). I did it all by
myself. What you see is who I am and what you’ll see in the book. I like that level of honesty
with my readers. You can see my God’s Banker (http://amzn.to/1uQuNRf) trailer at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPhjwi6maQk (http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=LPhjwi6maQk)
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KB: In what formats are your books available?

God’s Banker (http://amzn.to/1uQuNRf) is available on most every eBook platform. The most
popular are Amazon, Sony, Barnes & Noble and Smashwords. It is available as an eBook
compatible with every reading device known to mankind. It’s also available in paperback from
Amazon. 

KB: How can readers discover more about you and you work?

Website:  www.EnforcementDivision.com (http://www.enforcementdivision.com/)
Professional:  www.WritersResourceGroup.com (http://www.writersresourcegroup.com/) 
Blog:  http://www.EnforcementDivision.com (http://www.enforcementdivision.com/)
Facebook:  Chris.Malburg (https://www.facebook.com/chris.malburg?fref=ts)             
Twitter:  ChrisMalburg (https://twitter.com/ChrisMalburg)
Goodreads:  ChrisMalburg (https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4154586.Chris_Malburg?
from_search=true)
Smashwords (https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/419189)
Amazon (http://amzn.to/1uQuNRf)
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