
Inspired by the February 15, 2013 crash of a meteor in Russia; 
author S.M. Freedman has written a novel that explores religion, 
love, faith, science and humor. 
FBI Senior Special Agent Josh Metcalf is a dedicated agent who 
started his career as a sheriff’s deputy in Elkhorn, Nebraska. 
Metcalf was there that June day in 1988 when young Ryanne 
Jervis disappeared on her way home from school. Her bicycle was 
found in a wooded area near the water along with her Hello Kitty 
backpack stained in blood, but no sign of Ryanne. Fast forward 20 
years and Metcalf – now a recently promoted Senior Special Agent 
– is still working this case and 779 others all with similar scenarios 
– a child abducted, lamb’s blood spewed at the scene and no sign 
of the child. Can Metcalf find the connection between the missing 
children and the reason why they were taken? 
Freedman weaves a colorful cast of other characters, each with a 
different piece of the puzzle to contribute and try to solve the 
kidnappings. From a brusque oaf named Sumner with a warped 
sense of humor and an affliction for bad John Wayne movie lines 
to protaganist Dr. Rowan J. Wilson, a humdrum, nerdy scientist 
who may hold the key to solving the mystery and not even know it. 
The mystery unravels as Rowan, Metcalf, Sumner and others 
characters provide personal insight via first-person narratives to 
put the pieces together in 359 pages of easy reading, made easier 
by short chapters and section breaks within the chapters 
Freedman foreshadows much of the information through 
flashbacks into the characters and offers an abundance of details, 
that make the characters more human and provides important 
information. For example, we learn Sumner uses the John Wayne 
dialogue when he feels stressed – a character trait he exhibits 
throughout the novel… 
 
THE FAITHFUL is a haunting, edge-of-your-seat mystery hinging 
on a devoted FBI agent and his career-long search for more than 
800 missing – believed-to-be-kidnapped – children. 
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