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Amazon Breakthrough Novel Award Quarter-Finalist.

Synopsis:
For Agent Josh Metcalf, memories are ghosts. They are
blood-soaked backpacks and the smell of strawberry Chap
Stick. Josh is haunted by a little girl who went missing his
first summer on the force. Decades later his search has
become an obsession, and he’s pinned the photos of hundreds
of missing children to his wall of tears. All the children had
psychic abilities. All the cases went cold — with no witnesses,
no useful tips, and no children ever recovered. Until a woman
gets injured trying to stop an abduction, and Josh comes face
to face with his personal ghost.

For Rowan Wilson, a meteorite hunter for NASA’s
Spaceguard program, memories are lies. The childhood she thought she knew has been
erased, leaving a black hole in its place. New recollections are flaring to life: men dressed
like priests, a ranch in the mountains, mind control, and rape. Each new memory draws
her closer to one of the other missing children, Sumner Macey; and to I Fidele, the
underground organization for whom kidnapping is just the beginning.

For Sumner, memories have become weapons. He’s sharpened each of his with surgical
precision: the ranch, the doctrine, the mind-wash, and the murders. He’s eager to slice at
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the black sludge pumping through I Fidele’s heart, desperate to cripple those who stole his
childhood.

To I Fidele, non-psychics are cockroaches in need of extermination, an inferior species
destroying the earth. They’re ready to enforce eugenics on a global scale. If they succeed,
only those faithful to their doctrine will survive. Crossing several genres, The Faithful will
appeal to anyone who enjoys supernatural mysteries; high-tech, edge-of-your-seat
suspense flavored with paranormal elements; thrillers involving psychics, occult and high
stakes action/adventure; tied up with a depth and humor usually reserved for works of
literary fiction.

Amazon – Kindle
Amazon – Paperback

Barnes & Noble

Tell us a bit about yourself 
I’m a former private investigator turned author. Mom of two, wife of one, and ruled by one giant orange
cat. Seriously, don’t anger the cat.

When did you begin writing?
I’ve been telling stories since I started talking, so writing was just a natural progression. Being a writer
has always been the dream that stirred my soul, although I pushed it down for many of my adult years as
I pursued more stable careers. But the dream never died, and now that I’m following that passion I’ve
never been happier. You can fail at what you don’t want to do, so you might as well do what you love.
Life is too darn short.

What is your writing style? Do you like to outline or just write as you go?
When I grow up, I want to be on outliner, but at the moment I fly by the seat of my pants. I write down
any ideas I have along the way, and I know how the book is going to end, which gives me a focus point
as I’m winding my way through the story.

Do you have a favorite spot where you like to write?
I’ve learned to write in the living room while ducking Lego missiles. It keeps me alert.

What is something you’ve written that will never see the light of day? 
I wrote the worst novel in the history of the modern world, when I was twelve. It has been buried under a
waste treatment plant, where it’s guarded by poisonous flying spiders.

What is your writer food?
Nutella. And popcorn. But not together, because that would be unhealthy.

What’s the hardest thing about writing for you? 
That stinking blank page. It’s both invitation and condemnation.

What inspires you to write?
My children. Kids come into this world without a filter, and they are so gloriously weird. I love that.

What authors do you like to read? 
There are so many, and I love many different genres. Diana Gabaldon’s Outlander series (a perfect
example of cross-genre awesomeness), Sue Grafton’s Alphabet series, Jodi Picoult’s character
development, but most of all I love Stephen King for bravely going right to the edge, and for his ability to
paint a picture you’ll never forget in just three words. That’s pure genius.

What inspired you to write The Faithful?
The meteorite that exploded above Russian in February 2013 started what eventually became The
Faithful. I started researching a NASA program called Spaceguard, and my main character became a
meteorite hunter. Somewhere along the way the story grew to encompass the kidnapping of hundreds of
psychic children by a twisted organization bent on Armageddon. That one I can’t explain.

If you could choose a dream cast for The Faithful, who would you pick?
I grew up with the Brat Pack, so when I was writing The Faithful I pictured Josh as Rob Lowe (he’s an
amazing writer, by the way; his biographies are awesome). I absolutely adore the way James Spader
can deliver a line, he’s truly one of a kind, and I could see him playing Father Narda or Father Barnabas.
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Sumner I originally pictured as Kiefer Sutherland, but now I’m not sure, and Ryanne is a blank to me.

Would you say you relate to any of your characters? If so, which one and why?
I relate to all of them, even the horrid ones. They all started out as extensions of some part of me: my
sass and love of junk food (Ryanne), my determination and ethics (Josh), and my totally inappropriate
sense of humor (Sumner). At some point, they all took on a life of their own, causing me much horror and
delight, but I think that’s when they also became real.

This or that. This.
Sweet or Salty? Both
Naughty or nice? Both
Cats or dogs? Both
Vanilla or chocolate? Chocolate

If you were deserted on an island, which author would you want to be stranded with?
Can I pick five? I’m beyond fortunate to have a huge support team of fellow authors (the
WorldWiseWriters). A deserted island with these ladies would be a blast, although we’d need lots of wine
and cookies. Can they be flown in?

S.M.’s Website / Blog / Twitter / Goodreads / Facebook/ Author Page / YouTube

S.M. Freedman is a top-ranked Amazon author in the Mystery, Thriller and
Suspense categories, and a member of the WorldWiseWriters group. She lives in
Vancouver with her husband, two children and a giant orange cat.

She studied acting at the American Academy of Dramatic Arts in New York, and
spentyears as a private investigator and business owner.
Inspired by authors of many different genres (favorites include Sue Grafton,
Diana Gabaldon, Jodi Picoult, Stephen King, Justin Cronin, Suzanne Collins and Lawrence
Hill, to name a few) she eventually turned back to her first love: writing.
The Faithful, a paperback and kindle Amazon Bestseller in both the US and the UK, and a

Quarter Finalist in the 2014 Amazon Breakthrough
Novel Award, is her debut novel.

Follow the entire The Faithful tour HERE

Brought to you by Worldwind Virtual Book Tours

HeatherHeather
I'm 30 years year old and live in Texas. I'm married to an awesome guy and we have
a 3 year old son. I'm a licensed social worker. I love reading and will read about any
genre.
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